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~ News Report ~

Word Choice and Tone
EXAMPLE ONE
Chicago Bulls forward Dennis Rodman faces yet another suspension by the NBA for his dangerous tirade in Saturday night’s game in Chicago.  Rodman was ejected with 1:31 left in the first quarter after receiving his second technical foul.  Rodman then proceeded to head-butt referee Ted Bernhardt, catching him just above the left eye.  In typical fashion, Rodman then ripped off his shirt and stormed around the court, pausing briefly to knock over a water cooler in front of a group of stunned young boys before finally leaving.

EXAMPLE TWO
Chicago Bulls forward Dennis Rodman faces a suspension by the NBA for his wild and theatrical behaviour in Saturday night’s game in Chicago.  Rodman was given his notice of leave with 1:31 left in the first quarter of Saturday’s game after receiving his second technical foul.  Rodman appeared to have bumped an official during a heated discussion over the foul.  Consistent with past heroics, and to the delight of the Chicago faithful, Rodman then removed his shirt as he paraded around the court before finally exiting stage left into his team’s locker room.
~ QUESTIONS ~
1) What is the writer’s attitude towards Dennis Rodman in each example?

2) TONE – The writer's attitude toward the material about which he/she is

 writing. Tone may be playful, formal, angry, serious, funny, frustrated,

 disappointed, depressed, etc.

What tone is present in each example?  Underline the words and phrases in each example that provide you with clues about the tone.

3) BIAS – Applying a personal opinion to a piece of writing or an argument.
Which of the two (2) accounts above is MORE biased?  How can you tell?
EXAMPLE ONE
1) The writer of this example seems to be frustrated with Dennis Rodman’s behaviour at the basketball game.  He sounds tired of it, and his writing suggests that he strongly dislikes Rodman and his antics.  He probably feels that Rodman’s actions take away from the great game of basketball.

2) The article’s tone can be described as being “frustrated,” “fed-up,” “irritated” or “impatient.”

EXAMPLE TWO
1) The writer is either entertained or at least amused by Dennis Rodman’s antics.  He probably feels that Rodman’s “theatrical behaviour” adds humour, entertainment and excitement to an already rousing experience.

2) The article’s tone can be described as being “playful,” “appreciative,” “amusing” or “entertaining.”

3) Both examples could be said to have bias.  While example one has a negative bias concerning the events on which it is reporting, the second example tends to have a more positive one.  However, example one has more of a bias and would be deemed less appropriate than example two for a serious news report.
