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~ OSSLT ~
How to Write a Summary
1) First of all, ask yourself, “What is the MAIN IDEA of the selected text?”  Remember, it should be a broad idea, and encompass the meaning of the entire text.  For example, if you are summarizing a short story, the main idea will likely state what the story is all about.
2) Make a list of the IMPORTANT PIECES OF INFORMATION in the selected text (e.g. if you are summarizing a chapter in a book or a short story, these pieces of information would be the main events that take place within).  These points should support the main idea.

3) Put these points in CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER, or the order in which they occur within the text.

4) REDUCE this list of important points by
· eliminating the less important ones

· combining some of these points in the same sentence (try to limit yourself to as few sentences as possible)
The number of important points you should eventually use in your summary depends on how big the original text is, but THREE (3) to FOUR (4) points is a safe number for a relatively short summary.

5) Now, WRITE THE SUMMARY in proper paragraph format, presenting the main idea as the first sentence, and following it with the important pieces of information to support it.  Make sure you indent the first line!
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Here’s a summary based upon the Greek myth of Typhon:

The story of Typhon begins as a tale of revenge and ends with the creation of a volcanic land mass.  Originally, Gaia created Typhon, the largest of her children, as a way of taking revenge upon Zeus for humbling the Titans.  When Typhon attacked, he overpowered Zeus and cut the sinews from his hands and feet, therefore immobilizing him.  Zeus soon recovered with the help of Pan, and re-engaged Typhon in battle.  In the end, Zeus threw a mountain down upon Typhon’s back, therefore ending the conflict and also explaining the eruptions of Mount Etna in Sicily.
