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Inverted commas, or quotation/speech marks, are used for: dialogue, quotations, titles, extra emphasis.

1 Punctuating speech or conversation
Like the bubble in a cartoon, inverted commas/speech marks wrap round the speech and any
punctuation that belongs to it.
Here are three models:

@ He said, “Do you know how to punctuate speech?”

comma to break off capital letter to start speech
punctuation inside speech marks

® “We are working on it} they replied.

commd to break off, then speech marks
small letter as sentence isn’t over

® “You seem,” he said, “to have grasped it now. Well done }

small Iaﬁer/ comma to break off
small letter to continue speech
close speech marks only when speech has finished

Apart from this, all you need to remember is:
® anew paragraph every time the speaker changes
® no speech marks if the speech is reported:

He said (that) he would see us later.

2 Quotations
‘Go to work on an egg’ was a famous advert.
Oscar Wilde described fox hunters as ‘the unspeakable in full pursuit of the uneatable’.

3 Titles

4 Using single or double inverted commas
You can use which you like, but if you need to use quotation marks within dialogue, be careful to
make the two lots different:




    Quotation Marks
Use quotation marks to identify the titles of shorter texts, such as short stories, short poems, TV show episodes, newspaper/magazine articles, book chapters and song titles.

Underline or italicize the titles of longer works, such as books/novels, long poems, plays, newspapers, movies and television/radio series.
                                                   “He asked me what movie I thought he should go see, and I told him, ‘you’ll love Jurassic Park, especially if you’re a fan of dinosaurs!’ ”
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Rewrite these, punctuating where necessary.

I'm sick as a parrot says sacked soccer boss.

Punctuate and paragraph these.

Jane asked her friends what’s your favourite soap I like Eastenders replied Kate because it’s full of
real-life situations maybe said Gareth but don’t you ever get bored with it? Coronation Street is
much more realistic and it has some vivid characters Jane answered yes but I prefer Neighbours.
It’'s much more modern and relaxed, and I love the last line of the signature tune: Good
neighbours become good friends.

I don’t know what you're doing Alex said Simon but it isnt the proper homework, is it? I think I've
learnt how to use the full stop, the comma and the semi-colon replied Alex. You ought to have
studied inverted commas as well Simon pointed out.





     Quotation Marks
