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~ Short Stories ~
“Lamb to the Slaughter”
by Roald Dahl
(Sightlines 9, p.10)

CONTENT AND ANALYSIS QUESTIONS
1a)  Why does Mary Maloney kill her husband?  Explain.
  b)  Do you agree or disagree with her?  In a few sentences, either defend or condemn her actions.  Justify your opinion with explanation and examples.

2)  Why does Mary ask the officers to eat the leg of lamb?  Explain.
3a)  Which NARRATIVE POINT-OF-VIEW is used to tell the story?

  b)  What are THREE (3) examples from the story to support your answer?
  c)  How does this type of narrator affect the story positively?  

  d)  How does this type of narrator affect the story negatively?
4) DRAMATIC IRONY occurs when the reader knows information that one (1) or more characters in the story does not.  The effect can be humorous or tragic or both. 

a) How is this story DRAMATICALLY IRONIC?  What are examples from the story to support your answer?
5) One (1) at a time, examine the characters of MARY MALONEY and PATRICK MALONEY.  For each, answer the following questions:

a) What do we learn about the character from his/her APPEARANCE?  What is ONE (1) quotation from the story to support your answer?

b) What do we learn about the character from his/her BEHAVIOUR?  What is ONE (1) quotation from the story to support your answer?

c) What do we learn about the character from what he/she SAYS?  What is ONE (1) quotation from the story to support your answer?

d) Is he/she a ROUND or FLAT character?  Explain your answer.

e) Is he/she a DYNAMIC, STATIC or FOIL character?  Explain your answer.

6) Personally, what do YOU think about MARY MALONEY as a character?  What do you think about PATRICK MALONEY?  Explain.
IMAGERY ACTIVITY
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Imagery – A picture created using concrete details, adjectives and figures of speech for the purpose of creating a vivid image.  Imagery appeals to the reader’s five (5) senses – SIGHT, SOUND, TOUCH, TASTE and SMELL - in order to create a mental picture.

In the first several paragraphs of the story “Lamb to the Slaughter,” there are THREE (3) passages incorporating strong imagery:

1) “Her skin – for this was her sixth month with child – had acquired a wonderful translucent quality, the mouth was soft, and the eyes, with their new placid look, seemed larger, darker than before.”
2) When the clock said ten minutes to five, she began to listen, and a few moments later, punctually as always, she heard the tires on the gravel outside, and the car door slamming, the footsteps passing the window, the key turning in the lock.”

3) “She loved to luxuriate in the presence of this man, and to feel – almost as a sunbather feels the sun – that warm male glow that came out of him to her when they were alone together.”

ACTIVITY:   On your own or in pairs, go through the story and find at least ONE (1) quotation containing imagery for each of the FIVE (5) senses.  Each quotation must be DIFFERENT and can NOT be one (1) of those presented above.  Copy them into your notes, and identify if they appeal to your sense of SIGHT, SOUND, TOUCH, TASTE or SMELL.
