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~ Short Stories ~
“Once Upon a Time”
by Nadine Gordimer
(Sightlines 9, p.39)

CONTENT QUESTIONS
1)  Why does the author use the phrase “happily ever after” at the beginning of the story rather than at the end?  Explain.

2a)  Why does the little boy try to climb the wall?

  b)  Why is he not afraid?  Explain.

3)  How do their plans to protect themselves backfire on the couple who wanted to live happily ever after?  Explain.
4a)  What could members of the community have done instead of using so many security measures?

  b)  What might the outcome have been if they used some of these alternatives?
ANALYSIS QUESTIONS

5)  How has the author used DICTION effectively in this story?  Explain.

6)  What is the story’s THEME?  Explain.

7a)  Draw a PLOT GRAPH for this story.

  b)  What is the story’s INCITING INCIDENT?  Explain your reasoning.

  c)  What event marks the story’s CLIMAX?  Explain your reasoning.
