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~ History of the English Language ~
Questions

1) What role does the English language play

around the world? Explain.



______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________
ORIGINS
2) What does the word “English” mean?
____________________________
___________________________________________________________
3) Who were the Angles, Saxons and Jutes?
________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

4) What happened during the “barbarian migration”?
____________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________
5) Who were the Britons? What happened to them during the “barbarian migration”?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6) On the map below, label the names of the countries which developed as a result of the barbarian migration as well as the names of the THREE (3) tribes which migrated from Germany.
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7) What does the name “England” mean?
____________________________
___________________________________________________________
8) What are TWO (2) names for the language spoken in England following the

barbarian migration?
	· _______________________
	· ________________________


9) As generations went by, what happened to the language spoken by those remaining in Germany and their relatives who had migrated across the North

Sea and developed England? Explain how this happened.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________
10) What’s one modern-day example of this phenomenon OTHER than the French

spoken in France and Montréal?
_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________
OLD ENGLISH
11) What year and event mark the end of the period of Old English and the

beginning of Middle English?
	YEAR: _____________
	EVENT: ______________________________


12) How did France’s invasion of England influence the developing English

language “from the top down”? Explain. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
13) What are some examples representing how the English language developed

differently inside French castles and outside of their walls?
INSIDE: __________________________________________________

OUTSIDE: _________________________________________________
MIDDLE ENGLISH/THE EFFECTS OF THE PRINTED WORD
14) What year and invention mark the end of the period of Middle English and

the beginning of Modern English?

	YEAR: _____________
	INVENTION: _________________________


15) What effect did this invention have upon the English language? Explain.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
MODERN ENGLISH (complete on a separate piece of paper)
16) What events or inventions may have already led to the beginning of a new phase of the English language? Make a list of several possibilities which have significantly affected the ways in which we communicate.
17) What unique quality of the English language leads to the regular and never-ending growth of our vocabulary?
18) What are some PROPER words in common usage of whose origins you are unsure? Select at least THREE (3) and look up their definitions and etymology using the Internet (e.g. etymonline.com)
19) What are some APPROPRIATE slang terms in common usage of whose origins you are unsure? Select at least THREE (3) and look up their definitions and etymology using the Internet (e.g. www.urbandictionary.com, onlineslangdictionary.com).








































