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~ The Great Gatsby ~
The American Dream

The United States was created when settlers from Europe came to the continent. They came for two reasons: land and freedom.
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There had always been a land problem in England due to population growth and the fact that it is an island.
· Many Protestants sought religious freedom.
· Many left to avoid serfdom.
· The Mayflower was one of the first ships to arrive. Carrying approximately 102 “Pilgrims” and 30 crew, it landed in Cape Cod, Massachusetts on November 9, 1620.
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The first settlements were established in New England but, as more colonists arrived, they expanded westward. Settlers filled up areas of land and changed direction to accommodate for geographical boundaries (the Appalachians, the Mississippi River, the Rocky Mountains and, eventually, the Pacific Ocean) until the country was completely populated.
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While settlements continued to expand to the West, businesses were setting up in the East. When there was no more land to conquer, people began working towards earning money.
The East represents money while the West represents pioneers and ruggedness.
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People were making money for themselves, focusing on the individual rather than the collective. This sense of the individual came out of the French Revolution. The Statue of Liberty was a gift from the French because they liked what the U.S. was doing. This move towards the individual built financial confidence.

Out of this sense of confidence comes the concept of Manifest Destiny, which states that America has the right to expand and protect its own interests (especially land)... anywhere.
“The American Dream” builds on this confidence by stating that anyone can be successful if they try.
According to James Truslow Adams’s definition of the American Dream, “‘life should be better and richer and fuller for everyone, with opportunity for each according to ability or achievement,’ regardless of social class or circumstances of birth. 
The American Dream is rooted in the Declaration of Independence, which proclaims that “‘all men are created equal,’ with the right to ‘Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness’.”
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